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October 17     –   Donald Schmidt 

 
        Sunday worship — 9:30 am  

 

We welcome Rev. Donald Schmidt as Worship 
Leader this Sunday October 17. He will also be 
preaching two Sundays in November. 

Rev .Donald Schmidt was born 
in Victoria, British Columbia, 
and grew up about 65 km north 
of there in the small pulp mill 
town of Crofton. After high 
school Donald began a degree 
in political science and linguis-
tics, but soon switched to stud-
ies in comparative religion at 
McGill University in Montreal. 
He went on to achieve a Bache-
lor of Theology and a Master of 
Divinity in 1986. In 2006 he re-
ceived a Doctor of Ministry de-
gree from Wisdom University in 
Oakland, California. He was or-
dained in the United Methodist 
Church (in the US) in 1988. 

Cont page 2 
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Steeple to  be            
repaired.   

Wayne announced 
that we ran out of 
paint.  Hard to find this 
year.  More painting in 
the spring.   

Photo by Penny 

The West side of  
Zion UC looks 

amazing! 

A 30+ year career in the US led Donald to parish ministry in New York, Vermont, Hawaii, Minnesota, and 
Washington. In addition, he served as a conference minister in Hawaii before returning to his native British 
Columbia in 2015. He was deeply touched when the United Church, in recognizing his ordination that year, 
also apologized to him for refusing to ordain him in the 1980’s. 
 
In addition to many years of parish ministry, Donald also worked as an editor on the Whole People of God 
and Seasons of the Spirit curriculum projects for over 20 years. 
 
Since retiring from active church ministry in 2019 he has kept busy doing fill in ministry work throughout cen-
tral BC and writing the “Bible for Progressive Christians” books for Wood Lake Publishing. 
 
Donald lives in Kelowna, where he and his partner Kevin enjoy retirement. When not writing or leading Bible 
study, Donald loves nothing more than spinning wool and knitting, and going for long walks. 

Cont from page 1 

Leona 
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Don’t forget to get your Askew’s cards for the fall season.  They are available after church each Sunday 
from Eleanor or Sharon.  You can still order them from Eleanor if you wish—call her at 250-546-8195 and ar-
range a pick-up time. 

Thanks for your support—we are keeping up to previous years’ sales.                            

 Eleanor Kiefer 

Attention Attention Attention 
Askew’s      Askew’s      Askew’s      

Card users!!!Card users!!!Card users!!!   

 

ON their way up to inspect the roof on the stee-
ple - Wayne Kiefer went up with Justin of Arm-
strong Tree Fellers in the bucket. 

Photo’s by Louise 

At the top of the church, looking at the steeple roof 
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Many blessings to all as we contemplate all 
the things we are thankful for, and 

hold our world in prayer. 
 

Lorraine 

A few pictures from Thanksgiving at St Andrews 

The Book Nook is open Tuesday mornings from 10 a.m. to 
noon  
Please drop in & say “hi”. You might even find a book or 
two. 
Are you downsizing and have some books or puzzles to donate? We 
always like to receive fresh inventory. 
 
Submitted by Marj Bailey/Jean Miskiman 

The Book Nook 
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Keeping connected with some afterschool 
fun activities. 

 
 

Come and have some fun – bring a friend! 
 
 

Mark your calendars for: 
 

 
October 27  Pumpkin Carving – Show your Style! 
 
November 10  Remembrance Day activities and 
possible river walk (weather depend-
ing) 
 
November 24  FUN & Games & Bak-
ing too 
 
December 8    Christmas Crafts and spe-
cial treats 
 
 

 

ST. ANDREW’S “UN”SUNDAY 
KIDS & YOUTH GROUP 

 After an absence of over 1 1/2 years, the 
monthly men’s breakfast will begin again. 

When??   Saturday, October 16 with coffee 
ready at 8 am and breakfast served at 8:30 
am. in the church hall. 

All men are invited to join for a time of fel-
lowship and good food. The breakfast is 
cooked by the men, for the men.  All covid 
rules will be followed—please wear a mask 
until seated at the tables.  

The Men’s Breakfast began several years 
ago when Pat Hudson, Tim Moran, Ted 
Melanson and Wayne Kiefer were travelling 
to Mackenzie Camp for a volunteer work 
party.  They discussed the possibility of 
forming a Men’s Breakfastand it has been a 
success. Many of those who attend the 
breakfast continue to help in maintenance 
projects at both the church and camp as 
their abilities and time allow. 

New comers are welcome. 

I  will be phoning the men a few days be-
fore October 16 so I can get an idea of how 
many will be attending before the shopping 
is done. 

  

Wayne Kiefer 

Men’s Breakfast 

Dalynn 

PS  All participants must have had both   
doses of the covid vaccine. 
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Heather read an excerpt from the book 
“Radiacal Gratitude” that reminded us 
that we should have "radical gratitude" 
because "we are so rich we have houses 
for our cars when other less fortunate 
people do not even have houses for 
themselves". 

Some pictures from Thanksgiving at Zion 

Photo’s by Leona 
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The occasion of Thanksgiving is an opportunity to recognize ordinary grace. In this consumer culture, in this 
materialistic society, it can neither be bought nor sold. It is free for the asking and it’s all around us. Recog-
nizing ordinary grace offers a liberation, an authentic liberation in a culture that is held up to be the most 
liberated in the world, that is dedicated to the search for happiness and yet is perpetually dissatisfied – miss-
ing the grace in our lives in the search for something better. An authentic liberation begins with a sense of 
gratitude for the most ordinary and taken-for-granted realities. 

I want to draw some thoughts today from Mary Jo Leddy, a member of the Roman Catholic Sisters of Our 
Lady of Sion. I met Mary Jo when I was a student and she was a prof at the Toronto School of Theology. She 
continues to teach courses there as Professor Emeritus, courses that bring together reflection and action – 
that is, a contemplative life leading to social activism, one feeding the other. Her deeply rooted spirituality 
has, for several decades, informed her work with refugees at Romero House in Toronto. 

She tells a story of being startled into the reality of her privileged life and into recognizing the things she 
simply didn’t see. [See Story at end of text taken from Radical Gratitude, p.15] 

Out of that milieu came the book, “Radical Gratitude”, in which she attempts to lay bare the parts of our so-
cial structure that keep us from recognizing ourselves as beloved children of God and at the same time, she 
assures us of who we really are, who we are meant to become, and our calling in this world. In spite of our-
selves and amidst all the mind-filling noise of this past century, there is a beckoning. In moments of uncon-
structed love and loveliness, in ordinary graces, we are found, startled afresh, and brought into a sense of 
gratitude. 

Radical gratitude begins when we stop taking life for granted. It arises in the astonishment at the miracle of 
creation and of our own creation. 

A spiritual attitude of gratitude releases us from the perpetual dissatisfaction generated by the combined 
forces of economics of consumerism and the politics of progress. Mary Jo Leddy suggests that participation 
in the creative power of God offers the possibility of an alternative to a culture paralyzed, morally and social-
ly, by an ethic of control. It is possible to live with a point or purpose to our lives even in a culture that is rap-
idly losing a positive sense of common purpose and meaning. 

Long ago, Aristotle wrote that one learned what justice was by practising justice, one learned what beauty 
was by exposing oneself to beauty, and one learned what goodness was by doing good. So too we could say 
that we learn what gratitude is by acting gratefully. 

That doesn’t mean that we can “work” ourselves into a state of gratitude, but we can hold ourselves open in 
readiness to experience the grace of gratitude. We can develop habits of being that will attune us to the 
movements of gratitude when they strike a chord within us. Although gratitude as a fundamental attitude is 
much more than thankfulness for this or that thing, the paradox is that we become an act of gratitude pre-
cisely through the practice of daily acts of gratitude. 

The beginning of each day is a marvelous opportunity to become more conscious of the awesome mystery of 
our beginnings in God, to recognize that we can never take our own lives, the lives of others, or the life of he 
planet and the cosmos for granted. 

Thanksgiving reflections from Mary Jo Leddy 
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During the day, there are countless opportunities to catch our breath, as it were. At these times, we can be-
come more conscious of being from God and for God, placing our lives back in touch with the source of our 
power and the point of our being. Even in the busiest of lives, a small moment can connect us to our centre, 
in grateful acknowledgement of the gift of our very being. 

At the same time, we are invited to end each day in trust: for all that has been given and for all that will be. 
St. Ignatius of Loyola developed what he called The Examen, in which, through 5 steps, the examiner takes 
the opportunity to: 

become aware of God's presence in looking back on the events of the day. ...  
 Review the day with gratitude. ...  
 Pay attention to emotions. ...  
 remember some ways that you fell short. ...  
 Choose one feature of the day and pray from it. ...  
 Look toward to tomorrow 
 

I offer these thoughts as an invitation to ponder gratitude as the most radical attitude to life; an attitude that 
dissolves the distinction between the “material” and the “spiritual”. Gratitude arises in that in-between 
space where the inner and outer world meet and touch and encompass each other. Authentic spirituality, 
genuine politics, and good economics are born from a spirit of radical gratitude. 

The story of creation begins with the words, “In the beginning”. It is the story of a world created out of noth-
ing but love. It is the story of a world created for nothing but love. In the beginning, there was a moment of 
pure grace. If we keep this story at the front of our minds, we can never take ourselves, other humans or any 
bit of creation for granted. In this story, we can be astonished again and again and live in radical gratitude. 
Radical gratitude will liberate us from the captivity of craving for more, it will enable us to throw away ledg-
ers of our lives and know that we live encircled by love. 

Rev Heather Burton 
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I saw my own backyard, as if for the first time, during a conversation with a teenager from Africa. A refugee 
from a long conflict on that continent, she arrived on our doorstep with nothing 

house for God, a little meditation room. Only this time there would be no attempt to get a Building Permit 
from City Hall. Now wise as serpents, we were sure there was some zoning bylaw that would prevent us from 
building a house for God in our backyard.” 

An excerpt from “Radical Gratitude” by Mary Jo Leddy:“The eyes of my eyes 


